INSTINCT, INTELLIGENCE AND CHARACTER

poverty and misery, or for a definition of chanty, the attempt
here being to get at an index of the wealth of abstract ideas
possessed, on the assumption that possession of the idea is
unlikely without possession of the word. These, and many
other tests which depend more or less upon vocabulary,
have been found to place children in an order of intelligence
closely similar to that based on the considered opinion of
teachers well acquainted with them.

It may be retorted that this merely means that we all,
and especially teachers, tend to be too much influenced by
verbal signs of intelligence and too little impressed by
intelligence which finds its outlet in other forms, as in making
things. There is undoubted truth in this. But there is
evidence that some correlation between vocabulary and
intelligence remains even after allowance has been made
for this bias. There exist tests which depend only very
slightly upon language, such as, for example, the Pintner-
Patterson tests, in which children fit together simple jigsaw
puzzles, place squares, stars, and triangles into appropriate
holes, tap cubes in given sequence, and so on. These tests
show a correlation with tests involving vocabulary. In
particular, deaf and dumb children, whose vocabulary in
early years is extremely limited, do not do so well in these
non-language tests as speaking children (though of course
there is here, as in all comparisons of classes, tremendous
overlapping, and many dumb children rise superior to the
average speaking child). It seems to many who have made
a study of them that such handicapped children, whatever
inner potentialities may be, do actually show a retardation,
on the average, in the rate of growth of their intelligence,
^ue to lack of vocabulary and to consequent lack of guidance
and assistance in the formation of abstract ideas.

The great advantage of a word over a, sign or gesture is
its power of dropping away from itself all traces of particular
items, and becoming a symbol for a whole class. This
can happen to a gesture in a sign language, but not to the
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